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Dear Secretary Clinton: 

We write to you today to express our deep concern over the Dcpartincnt of State's feilure lo 
sufficiently analyze the potential health impacts of increased air pollution in communitjw 
surrounding lefineries thai would receive rtiw crude oil through the proposed Keystone XL 
pipeline. As Members of the House of Representatives who share a common cominitment to 
preserving public hcateh. we arc especially apprehensive over any attempts to acccLcraus the 
approval of this pipeline before such a study is completed. 

In its June 6th, 201 1 comment letter, the Environmental Protection Agency affirmed thai, in the 
environmental impact statements issued by the Stale Department thus far there has been no 
proper assessment of the prospective health risb posed by the Keystone XL pipeline on 
communities adjacent 10 refineries. As the State Department works towards the completion of its 
final environmental impact statement, we urge the department to commission a thorough analysis 
that would address the true health costs of this proposed project 

As your office is aware, the Keystone XL pipeline would transport up to 900,000 barrels of raw 
tar sands crude daily to refineries in the United States. In its natural state, raw tar sands crude ts 
significantly more toxic and acidic than other types of crude oil and. dunng the f^^^J^^;^"^^ 
nm release a greater volume of harmful pollutants into the air. The pollutants released by the 
ptocessiTfi of tar sands oil are highly detrimental to human health and have been directly linked 
10 incidents of lung aid lespinttoiy problems, as well as birth defects, in populations surrounding 
renneries. 

The majority of oil refineries in America are concentrated in low-income and minority 
communities. These marginalized communities, which are already exposed to increased levels oi 
air pollution, stand to bear the brum of tar sands refining that would come as a result ot the 
Ke«tone XL pipeline operations. Specifically, the areas of Houston and Port Arthur, Texas are 
expected to see the greatest increase in refining capacity from the pipeline. Populations residing 
in the immediate vicinity of these areas are already experiencing the damaging health eHccts ot 
large-scale refinery pollution. We have a responsibility to thoroughly examme the health hazards 
associated with this project before exposing these at-risk communities to greater concentrations 
oftoxic air pollutants. 
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Although we are i^questing that a study be completed on the public hraitb .rffects of refining tar 
sands Judc. we «rc also aware that such refming is merely one of the d,rty. hazardous pro«ss^ 
Tssociated with this type of raw crude oil. we also recognize add.u°n«^hjaIA^^^^^^^ posed by 
^extraction, production, shipment and use of tHs substance. Th«e health hazards should be 
more carefiiliy examined by the State Department before a peimimng decision about the 
pioposed Keystone XL pipeline is made. 

We Hrmly believe that our govemmcn! has a duty to properly assess the full range of risks this 
pipeline and associated refining acUvities may pose to public health before coming to a fina^^ 
dSsion on this matter. It would be highly irresponsible for the State Department to pcnnrt 
constmcUon and operation of the Keystone XL pipeline before a thorough analysis of the health 
threats associated with the tefiaing of tar sands oil is completed. For reason we urge"^ 
SttteDepartment to undertake sueb an analysis in its final environmental impact statement that is 
expected to be released in the coming weeks. 



Sincoely. 



Kobert Andrews I 
Member of Congress 




Johnson 
Mendf^ of Congress 



I Chiis Van Hollen 
Member of Congress 




Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress 



I lim McDermott 
l^ember of Congress 



Dennis Ktianich 
Member of Congress 



Earl Blumenauer 
Member of Congress 

Edward Markey U 
Member of Congress 



Mike Honda 




MembcrSfCon 



Mike Honda 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 
John Olver 



Member of Congre; 





Pele Stark 

Member of Congress 



Paul -ToDko 
Member of Congress 




iSois Capps 
Member of Congress 



Y^llcD. Clarke 
Member of Congress 



Diana DeGette 
Member of Congress 





Alcee Hastings 
Member of Congress 

Mazie Hirono 
Member of Congress 

3ldNadlcr 
ember of Congress 

xfaftice Schakowsky A 
i Member of Coi^ss ^ 





I Spcier 
^berofCcNigress 



vfci}i».r) riarite TTOveCbhen 



Member of Congress 



niana neflcfte UAhn Conyers ^ 



Conyers 
Member of Congress 



cotliman 
Member of Congress 



v/ LVifiiWoolsey /j 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Sam Fair v- 
Member of Congress 

Mike Quigiey ^ 
Member of Congress 



lee 

ember of Congress 





'Bobby L Rush 
Member of Congress 

Keith Ellison 
Member of Congress 



David Price 
Member of Congress 
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